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ARC NBEMS Flmsg Forms with WinLink

On the Agenda:
• American Red Cross NBEMS Message Forms
• ARC Message Traffic Flow
• NBEMS Flmsg and ARC Custom Forms
• Installation of NBEMS ARC Forms
• Sending an ARC NBEMS Message Using WinLink
• Receiving an ARC NBEMS Message Using WinLink
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ARC NBEMS Message Forms
• The ARC community has developed a series of message forms 

primarily intended to create messages for transmission by radio when 

commercial phone and Internet service is not available

• ARC has chosen the NBEMS flmsg forms manager developed and 

maintained by W1HKJ & Associates

• Using flmsg in the simple mode, ARC workers can fill out forms on 

their computer and pass traffic via thumb drive to the radio operator

• ARC NBEMS messages may be sent by a variety of means to include 

Fldigi, WinLink, D-RATS, email, sneaker net …
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ARC NBEMS Message Forms
Forms include:
• ARC ICS 204 Work Assignment
• ARC ICS 213 Form
• ARC 6409 Disaster
• ARC Client Incident Report
• ARC Requisition Form
• ARC Staff Request Form
• ARC Emergency Welfare Inquiry
• ARC Safe & Well Registration Form
• ARC Unaccompanied Minor – Separated Child Report
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ARC Message Traffic Outbound Work Flow
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Work Flow – ARC Creates Message
• ARC creates message using 

flmsg on their PC
• Simple Interface Mode
• File storage for Simple 

Interface Mode
• Templates Folder -

NBEMS.files\CUSTOM\
• Messages Folder -

NBEMS.files\ICS\messages\
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Work Flow – What is Filled Out
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Work Flow – What is Transmitted
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NBEMS Flmsg and ARC Custom Forms
• Flmsg application from W1HKJ & Associate:  

http://www.w1hkj.com/files/flmsg/
• ARC Custom forms and instructions: 

http://www.w1hkj.com/files/flmsg/ARC_custom_forms/
• ARC forms
• Directions for an ARC member to install flmsg and forms
• Using The Red Cross Message Utility (flmsg)

• Amateur radio operators
• Use flmsg in expert UI mode
• Install ARC forms in templates folder NBEMS.files\CUSTOM\
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Location of NBEMS ARC Forms
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Sending an ARC NBEMS Form Using WinLink

Steps:
1. Obtain NBEMS message text file (file ends in “.k2s”) and destination 

information (station call sign or email address) from ARC member
2. Create a new WinLink message
• Use the basic WinLink message form (no template required)
• Attach the NBEMS message text file 
• Make note in WinLink message body ARC form “XYZ” attached
• Address the WinLink message 

3. Transmit message
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Create WinLink Message

• Keep it simple, use the basic WinLink message form 
• No WinLink template required
• Avoids an extra attachment
• Reduces transmission overhead
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Attach NBEMS Msg to WinLink Msg -P1

1. Select Attach in the WinLink message form
2. In Attachments window select Add
3. The Add opens a file explorer window
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Attach NBEMS Msg to WinLink Msg -P2

1. Navigate to the location where the ARC NBEMS message was saved
2. Select the NBEMS message to be attached
3. On Attachments window select Finished
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Verify Attachment and Post to Outbox

1. Verify NBEMS message is attached
2. Make note in message body ARC form “XYZ” attached w/ any instructions
3. Select Post to Outbox 
4. Send message via most effective WinLink session
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ARC Message Traffic Inbound Work Flow
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Receiving ARC NBEMS Message w/ WinLink

Steps:
1. Connect to an RMS gateway and retrieve WinLink traffic
2. Extract and save ARC NBEMS attachment(s) to folder
3. Provide ARC NBEMS message(s) to ARC representative
• Provide digital copy on thumb drive
• Optionally: if printer available,  open with flmsg and provide printed 

copy

4. Log message in station records (e.g., ICS 309)
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Receiving an ARC NBEMS Message

1. Connect to an RMS gateway and retrieve WinLink traffic
2. Open WinLink message containing ARC NBEMS attachment(s)
• Double-click on the message icon, not the attachment icon
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Retrieving ARC NBEMS Message Attachment

1. Select View Attachments on WinLink message viewer menu
2. An attachments management window will open
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Saving ARC NBEMS Message Attachment -P1

1. Select Save-To
2. Opens file explorer window
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Saving ARC NBEMS Message Attachment -P2

1. Save (preference) to NBEMS.files\ICS\messages
2. Copy to ARC thumb drive
3. Message may easily be found by flmsg for later printing
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Form View ARC NBEMS Message -P1

1. Select Open in flmsg File menu
2. Select saved ARC message in Open data file explorer

22

1
2



Form View ARC NBEMS Message -P2

1. Select View Form
2. Message opens in browser form format for viewing or printing
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Questions?
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